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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 165, 166, 167, 168, and 169. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Aye on roll 
call votes number 165, 166, 167. I would have 
voted Nay on roll call votes 168 and 169. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH D. 
BURKE, RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER PITTSTON FRIENDLY 
SONS OF SAINT PATRICK SWIN-
GLE AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Joseph D. Burke, Esq. Today, 
Mr. Burke will receive the Swingle Award from 
the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick during their 103rd annual banquet. 

Joe is a partner at Burke Vullo Reilly Rob-
erts. He has practiced law for thirty-two years 
focusing on commercial law and civil litigation. 
Joe is admitted to practice before the United 
States and Pennsylvania Supreme Courts, the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United 
States District Court for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania. He has been named a Pennsyl-
vania Super Lawyer four times by Thomson 
Reuters. He has been recognized by the 
Martindale Hubbel Bar Register of Preeminent 
Lawyers for the past seventeen years. He is a 
Fellow of the American and Pennsylvania Bar 
Foundations, as well as the Litigation Counsel 
of America. He is also a member of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association’s Professionalism 
Committee. 

An alumnus of Scranton Preparatory School 
and Lehigh University, Joe graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics and 
Government. He received his Juris Doctorate 
from Delaware Law School of Widener Univer-
sity. While at Widener he was a member of 
the law review, The Delaware Journal of Cor-
porate Law, and received the 1982 Moot Court 
Competition Best Advocate Award. 

Joe has a long record of service to the com-
munity throughout his professional career. He 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth. He is 
the former President of the Greater Pittston 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a past member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Scranton Pre-
paratory School and Chair of its Ignatian Iden-
tity and Mission Committee. He also served as 
Co-Chair of the North Penn Legal Services 
Campaign and for eight years as Lawyers Di-
vision Chair of the United Way of Wyoming 
Valley. 

He and his wife Kathleen have been 
blessed with three children, Elizabeth Davis 
(Christian), Joseph Jr., and Michael, and two 
grandchildren, Burke Christian Davis and 
Whitney Elizabeth Davis. Joe and Kathleen 
actively support the work of the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia Foundation, Coaches 
vs. Cancer, Endure for the Cure, the Cath-

erine McAuley Center, St. Joseph’s Center, 
and Marley’s Mission. 

It is an honor to recognize Joseph D. Burke, 
Esq. as the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick Swingle Award recipient. He is well 
deserving of praise for his service to North-
eastern Pennsylvania. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week I 
missed Roll Call Number 168. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: Roll Call No. 
168—No. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 162. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (SFC) 
CLINT DANIEL FERRIN 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant First 
Class (SFC) Clint Daniel Ferrin who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice defending our great nation 
March 13, 2004, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom III. SFC Ferrin was killed along with three 
other soldiers when their Humvee struck a 
roadside bomb in Baghdad, Iraq. 

SFC Ferrin was assigned to the lst Bat-
talion, 504th Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne 
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C. SFC Ferrin grew up 
in North Ogden, Utah and later moved to Mis-
sissippi where he attended his senior year of 
high school in Picayune. He joined the Army 
after graduation. SFC Ferrin’s father, Dan, 
says Clint became interested in military serv-
ice after hearing the stories about his grand-
fathers who fought in WWII in the U.S. Navy 
and the U.S. Army. When he decided to join, 
SFC Ferrin wanted to be a paratrooper even 
though he had a fear of heights. He was able 
to overcome that fear and distinguished him-
self as a soldier during his 12 years of service. 

During his funeral, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints area president said 
SFC Perrin loved his country, his family, and 
his God. SFC Ferrin was given a 21-gun sa-
lute at the cemetery in front of approximately 
100 family members and friends. SFC Ferrin 
was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, and the Army Good Conduct 
Medal. 

‘‘His son Zachary would always tell his 
friends that his dad was a hero,’’ Dan said. 

‘‘He was a very good soldier and a very good 
dad. I’m so proud of him.’’ 

SFC Ferrin is survived by parents, Dan and 
Rosemary Ferrin; brother, Army Specialist 
John D. Ferrin; wife Melinda; and their chil-
dren, Zachary and Madison. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BILL JONES, 
‘‘MAN OF THE YEAR’’ GREATER 
WILKES-BARRE FRIENDLY SONS 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bill Jones of Mountaintop, 
Pennsylvania as he is honored by the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ during their 72nd annual 
banquet on March 17. 

Bill Jones currently serves as President and 
CEO of the United Way of Wyoming Valley. 
Since joining the organization in January 
2012, he has led the local United Way in mak-
ing transformational and historic changes in 
the way the organization serves the commu-
nity. Under his administration, the United Way 
has become a leading and passionate voice 
on critical issues related to childhood poverty 
in the Wyoming Valley. 

Prior to the United Way, Bill served as Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer of Vol-
unteers of America of Pennsylvania. During 
his twelve-year tenure he was involved in 
growing and developing programs that served 
children and youth, the elderly, the homeless, 
those with mental illness, and families in pov-
erty. He also spent fifteen years in the banking 
industry and was Vice President and Commu-
nity Development Manager for PNC Bank. 

Bill is a Summa Cum Laude graduate of 
Misericordia University and earned his Master 
of Business Administration degree from Wilkes 
University. In addition, he graduated ‘‘With 
Distinction’’ from the Stonier School of Bank-
ing at the University of Delaware. 

I join with the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
congratulating Bill on becoming their ‘‘Man of 
the Year.’’ I congratulate him on his achieve-
ments, and I wish him the very best for the fu-
ture. 
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TRIBUTE TO ADAM KOCH 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Adam 
Koch and his teammate Tyler Cooney, both 
students at Dallas Center Grimes High School 
in Grimes, Iowa, for winning second prize in 
C–SPAN’s national 2017 StudentCam com-
petition. 

Since 2006, C–SPAN has been partnering 
with local cable affiliates across the country to 
work with middle school and high school stu-
dents to create documentaries on issues im-
portant to the nation. For this year’s competi-
tion, students were asked to address the 
question: ‘‘What is the most urgent issue for 
the new President and Congress to address?’’ 
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